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T h e  inaccessible na tu re  of the  D e p a r tm e n t  of Petén,  Gua tem ala ,  has 
undou b ted ly  played a role in the limited a m o u n t  of ornithological  explo­
ration in the  region. D is t r ibu t ion  records on the birds  of Petén  have been 
given by M oore  (1859), Sclater & Salvin (1859), Sclater (1860, 1886), 
Salvin (1863, 1866), Salvin & G o d m a n  (1879– 1904), Ogi lv ie -Gran t  
(1893), L an tz  (1899), Ridgway (1901– 1950), G r iscom  (1932), Van T y n e  
(1935), Ta ibe l  (1955), E dw ards  (1959), Sm ithe  & L an d  ( 1960), Sm ithe  & 
Paynter  (1963), Sm ithe  (1966), L an d  (1970), E isenm ann  (1971), Brodkin  
& Brodkin  (1981), Ellis & W haley  (1981), and W ende lken  & M ar t in  
(1986); and there  are u npub l ished  specimen records from the 1962 
M ilwaukee Journa l  / Milwaukee Public  M u s e u m  expedition.  F ro m  these 
sources, a total of  381 species of b i rds  have been recorded from this 
D ep ar tm en t ,  of which approximate ly  294 were found in Tikal  National  
Park.
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D u rin g  the course of an ongoing project to compile  all historical and 
recent held records for A n  Annota ted  Checklist of Birds o f Petén, 
G uatem ala , new information on the d is tr ibut ion and occurrence of 73 
species of birds has been accumulated.  Presented here are 3 records new 
for Gua tem ala  and at least 35 records new for Petén (bringing the n u m b er  
of species reported from this D e p a r tm en t  to 416), and 60 records new for 
Tikal  (bringing the total species reported  from this park to at least 354). 
New migra tory  arr ival  /  depar tu re  records,  seasonal records and range 
extensions in Petén are too n um erous  to report  here. T h ese  data will be 
presented in subsequent  publicat ions.

Data  in this report  are based primarily  on reliable sight records 
suppor ted  by photographs ,  sound recordings and /o r  detailed observation 
notes provided by various individuals noted herein. Original records 
from T h e  Peregrine  F u n d ’s raptor- censusing project,  discussed in 
B u rn h am  et al. (1988, 1989), are also incorporated.  In all, over 5000 m a n ­
hours  of observation records were accumulated  between M arch  1967 and 
O ctober  1990, most ly  (nearly 4000 m an-hours )  dur ing  the last 4 years.

Field work was conducted  primarily  in the  central regions of Petén, a 
transitional  zone between the T ropica l  D ry  Forest  and T ropica l  Moist  
Forest  as described by Holdridge  (1967). T o  the north ,  on the Yucatán 
Peninsula, the tall forest gradually  yields to a scrub forest as the climate 
becomes drier.  T o  the south,  in the Car ibbean Lowland,  the rainfall 
increases and the forest becomes more  evergreen, stratified and diverse. 
In central Petén, m uch  of the p r im ary  forests has been modified over the 
years by s la sh -and-burn  and clear-cutt ing practices. However,  heal thy 
p r imary  forests remain  intact within  the protected confines of Tikal  
National Park. Areas of concentra ted s tudy included the Lago Pe tén-I tzá  
region and the su r round ing  towns and villages; the adjoining roads and 
roadsides from the lake area southwest  to w ard  La L iber tad  which c o n ­
sists of open savanna with few trees, thickets and seasonal bajos, south 
to w ard  Santa  Ana dom ina ted  by hilly f ragmented  forests with clearings 
and thickets in the lower areas, east to w a rd  Belize containing extensive 
clearings with scat tered trees and a few rem nan t  r iparian woodlands 
associated with in te rmit ten t  st reams,  and nor th  to the entrance  of Tikal  
National  Park with large cleared areas, scat tered woodlands,  second- 
growth forests, thickets and several villages; all of Tikal  National  Park 
dom inated  by tall forests, scat tered low forests and some d is turbed ,  open 
areas, and north  along the road to Uaxactún with habitats similar to Tikal.  
Both p e rm anen t  and tem porary  aguadas (small ponds)  exist th ro u g h o u t  
the region. Records from more  remote areas of Petén, such as west of 
Lago Pe tén-I tzá  and nor th  of Uaxactún,  are also presented in this report  
(see Fig. 1).

T h e  nom encla ture  and sequence used in the species accounts  follow 
that  of the American Orn i tho log is ts ’ Union  (1983, 1985, 1987, 1989). 
After  a sum m ary  of the historical records, we give the new distr ibutional  
data, including observation date(s), locality(s), observer(s)  and the type of 
record each represents , and any additional  relevant records. Since the 
status of the species dealt with here is though t  to have changed signifi­
cantly in the Petén from that  assigned by Sm ithe  (1966) and /o r  Land  
(1970), a revised curren t  status is also provided. Nine  species presented
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here m igh t  be considered hypothet ical  in Petén  and need fu r ther  d o c u ­
m enta t ion  to confirm their  occurrence.  T h e  status of these species is listed 
as ‘u n c e r ta in ’. Species assigned to the sta tus of ‘v is i tor’ are ones that  breed  
outside of the s tudy area and are not  though t  to occur  regularly (annually) 
as t ransients  or w in ter  res idents . Avian d is tr ibut ional  areas used in this 
account  general ly follow those used by L a n d  (1970).

T h e  following abbreviat ions are incorpora ted  in the  species accounts  
for frequent ly  cited localities and  records: Localit ies — E R  =  E l Remate ,  
F l =  F lores, G u a t  =  G uatem ala ,  L P I  =  Lago Pe tén-I tzá ,  rd =  road, L L  =  
La L iber tad ,  SA =  Santa  Ana, S T E  =  Santa  Elena, and Tika l  =  Tikal  
National  Park; T y p e  of record  — N G  =  new record for Gua tem ala ,  N P  =  
new record for Petén,  N T  =  new record for T ika l  Nat ional  Park. T h e  
observers responsible  for new records are indicated by their  initials, their  
names being listed u n d e r  A c k n o w le d g e m e n t s . M a n y  o ther  observers 
were responsible  for addit ional  records no ted  in the  species accounts.  T h e  
a u th o rs ’ initials are also incorpora ted  where  appropr ia te  (RB =  Randy 
Beavers, D D  =  Dale Delaney, C L  =  C hr is to p h er  Leahy  and F O  =  Frank  
Oatman).

S pecies accoun ts
THICKET TINAMOU C rypturellus cinnamomeus

K n o w n  th ro u g h o u t  N  Petén, including nearby  U axac tún  and 
C h u n tu q u i  (Van T y n e  1935; T a ibe l  1955; L an d  1970), b u t  no Tikal  
records have been reported.  30 Oct  84 at T ika l  (2 seen) by S N G H  — N T ;

Figure 1. Localities in Central Petén.
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n u m ero u s  addit ional  reports  of hear ing this species at T ika l  1986–1990. 
C u r re n t  status: probable  local resident,  bo th  inside and outside of Tikal.

BROWN PELICAN Pelecanus occidentalis
Previously known in Pe tén  from one record in 1968 (month?)  at Yaxhá 

(L an d  1970). 12 Ju n  77 at T ikal  by R A R  — N T ; addit ional  sightings at 
T ikal  on 17 Feb  89, at L P I  in M a r  78, Feb  88, Feb  and Sep 89, and along 
rd between ER and Tikal  on 28 Feb  88. C u r ren t  status: visitor over Tikal;  
more  c o m m o n  at L P I .

LEAST BITTERN Ixobrychus exilis
L an d  (1970) indicates this species is rare in the Petén,  and no park 

records have been reported.  6 Ju n e  1957 at T ikal  by E E  — N T ; addit ional  
sight ings at T ika l  in Jan 1977. C u r ren t  status: visitor; possible local 
resident.

WHITE IBIS Eudocimus albus
Previous occurrence of this species in Petén  is unclear  (see L a n d  1970). 

13 A pr  90 at Dos Lagunas  N of U axac tún  by JV  — possible N P . C u r ren t  
status: visitor; possible local res ident  in low, wet areas outside of Tikal.

JABIRU Jabiru  mycteria
Previously known in Petén only from SW  region (L an d  1970). 7 Feb  78 

at T ikal  by F O  — N T ; addit ional  sight ings at Tikal  on 2 Jan 89, 4 Jan 90 
and 2 M a r  90, at L P I  on 13– 16 Aug 76, and at Sayaxché on 10 Feb  78. 
C u r ren t  status: visitor at Tikal;  possible resident  in remote  bajos outside 
of Tikal.

LESSER YELLOW-HEADED VULTURE C athartes b u rro v ia n u s
N ot  previously recorded from G uat ,  bu t  known from the Yucatán 

Peninsula  and Belize (Russell  1964; O r n a t et al. 1989). 10 Jan 70 N  of San 
Jose in the D e p a r tm e n t  of Escuint la  (and regular occurrence  thereafter)  
by P A  — N G ; 20 M a r  78 at L P I  by C L  — N P ; addit ional  s ighting at L P I  on 
19 M a r  80, and occasional reports  from the Car ibbean  Lowlands .  C u r re n t  
status: visitor outside of Tikal.

OSPREY Pandion haliaetus
Previously known in Petén  only from S region (L and  1970). 18 A pr  88 

at Tikal  by R T  — N T ; addit ional  s ightings at T ika l  on 14 Feb  and 16 A pr  
89, and at L P I  on 13– 16 Aug 74, 18 Feb  75 and 7– 15 Feb  88. C u r ren t  
status: visitor; possible rare b u t  regular t ransient  and winter  resident.

GRAY-HEADED KITE Leptodon cayanensis
Previously known in G u a t  only from the Pacific Lowlands  and F o o t ­

hills of the western  High lands  (L an d  1970, G r iscom  1932, Vannini  
1989b). 4 Dec 75 on rd between L L  and Sayaxché by R R  — N P ; 27 Feb  88 
at T ikal  by FO,  B W  — N T ; addit ional  sightings at T ika l  on 15 Ju n  88, 15 
and 23 Feb  89, 27 Feb  and 1 M a r  90, along rd between S T E  and Tikal  
entrance  on 14 Feb  and 21 Sep 89, along rd between S T E  and SA on 18 
Feb  89, and along rd  between L P I  and Sayaxché on 20 M a r–4 A pr  76. 
C u r ren t  status: visitor; p robable  resident.
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SNAIL KITE R ostrham us sociabilis
Previously known in Petén  only f rom three  records near L P I  (Salvin & 

G o d m a n  1879– 1904; Van T y n e  1935; T a ibe l  1955). 22 Sep 89 at T ika l  by 
CA, RB, CB, M B r,  RBr,  L S  — N T ; addit ional  sightings at L P I  on 19 M a r  
80 and 9, 14 Feb  88. C u r re n t  status: visi tor  at Tikal;  resident  at L P I  and 
larger aguadas.

SHARP-SHINNED HAWK A ccipiter striatus
Previously known in G u a t  f rom the Car ibbean  and  Pacific Subtrop ics  

and Lowlands ,  Arid  In ter io r  and western  H igh lands  (Salvin & G o d m a n  
1879- 1904; G r iscom  1932; L an d  1970; W ende lken  & M a r t in  1986; 
Vannini  1989a, 1989b). 18 Feb  77 along rd between L P I  and Sayaxché by 
F O  — N P ; 7 Feb  88 along rd at T ikal  en trance  by D D  — N T ; one s ighting 
of a well-do cu m en ted  A . striatus chionogaster (whi te-breasted  form) on 27 
Feb  88 at T ika l  by BW. C u r re n t  status: uncertain;  possible visitor.

COOPER’S HAWK A ccip iter cooperii
Previously known in G u a t  f rom the western  H igh lands  W  of G u a t  City 

and near  Cobán  (Salvin & G o d m a n  1879– 1904; L an d  1970; Vannin i  
1989a, 1989b). 16 M a r  87 along rd be tween  E R  and Tikal  en trance  by 
P J  — N P . C u r re n t  status: uncertain;  possible visitor.

SOLITARY EAGLE H arpyhaliaetus solitarius
Previously known in G u a t  from the D e p a r tm e n t  of Baja Verapaz and 

Pacific Slope of western  H igh lands  (Salvin & G o d m a n  1879– 1904; L and  
1970; Vannin i  1989a, 1989b). 11 M a r  86 at T ikal  (court ing pair  vocaliz­
ing) by F O , B W  — N P , N T ; addit ional  sightings at T ika l  on 18 M a r  88 and 
4 M ar 89 at very close range. C u r re n t  status: uncertain;  possible visitor.

SHORT-TAILED HAWK Buteo brachyurus
Previously known in G u a t  f rom the D e p a r tm en ts  of Alta Verapaz,  

Izabal (Salvin & G o d m a n  1879– 1904; L a n d  1970; W ende lken  & M a r t in  
1986), Escuintla  (P. Alden, pers. comm .) ,  C h iqu im ula ,  and from the 
western H igh lands  (Vannini  1989a, 1989b; S. N.  G. Howell ,  pers. 
comm.) .  20 Feb  71 at T ika l  by P A  — N P , N T ; addit ional  s ightings at Tikal  
on 18 Aug 76, 11 M ar 86, 27 Feb, 4 M a r  and 19 J u n  88, 5 Jan  89, 9– 10 Feb  
90, and annually  outside  of T ika l  1972– 1989. C u r re n t  status: local 
resident.

ZONE-TAILED HAWK B uteo albonotatus
Previously known in G u a t  from the Pacific Lowlands  and western 

High lands  (Griscom  1932; L an d  1970; Vannin i  1989a, 1989b). 16 Feb  88 
at T ikal  by E C  — N P , N T ; addit ional  sightings along rd between E R  and 
Tikal  en trance  on 21 Sep 89 and 22 M a r  90. C u r re n t  status: visi tor  outside 
of Tikal;  probable  t rans ient  in this pa r t  of range.

CRESTED EAGLE M orphnus guianensis
Previously known in Pe tén  f rom 5– 7 A pr  66 30– 50 km E of F l (Ellis & 

W haley  1981), and 24 Jan and 7 Feb  78 in SE  region (C. Leahy, pers. 
obs.). 11 A pr  88 at T ikal  by R T  — N T ; addit ional  sightings at Tikal  on 23 
Sep 89 and m on th ly  F e b – M ay 90. C u r re n t  status: visitor; possible local 
resident.



R. A. Beavers et al. 82 Bull. B.O.C. 1991 111(2)

BLACK-AND-WHITE HAWK-EAGLE S p iza stu r  melanoleucus
Previously known in Pe tén  from SC  region (L and 1970) and  at L P I  in 

Aug 76 (C. Leahy, pers. obs.). 15 Feb  89 at Tikal  by F O  — N T ; addit ional  
sightings on 6 M a r  88 along rd between E R  and Tikal  en trance  and 13 
M ay  89 at Tikal.  C u r re n t  status: visitor; p robable  local resident.

COMMON MOORHEN G allinula chloropus
Previously recorded once in Petén from S W  region (L an d  1970). 30 

Dec  70 — 2 Jan 71 at Tikal  by RA  — N T ; n u m ero u s  annual  sightings th e re ­
after th ro u g h  1990 at Tikal ,  A ug– Mar.  C u r ren t  status: t ransient  and 
winter  resident.

GREATER YELLOWLEGS Tringa melanoleuca
Previously known in Petén  from extreme S W  region in M a r  and A pr  

(L and  1970). E nd  of M ay  66 at Tikal  by L M  (P. Alden, pers. com m .)  —  
N T ; addit ional  sightings at Tikal  in Feb  and M ay 88. C u r re n t  status: 
visitor; possible regular t rans ient  (no fall records).

LESSER YELLOWLEGS Tringa flavipes
Previously known in C Pe tén  from one record on 20 Sept  23 at L L  (Van 

T y n e  1935). One  s ighting reported  in Feb  88 at T ikal  by E C  — N T . 
Addit ional  Pe tén  record reported  at L P I  on 9 Feb  88. Also, there  is a 
repor t  of this species being found as a prey i tem in the  nest  of Falco 
deiroleucus at Tikal  (B u rn h am  et al. 1989). C u r re n t  status: visitor; 
probable  regular transient.

WESTERN SANDPIPER Calidris m auri
Previously known in G u a t  from coastal regions and Pacific Slope lakes 

(Griscom  1932; L and  1970). 12 Oct 90 at Tikal  by RB — N P , N T . C u r ren t  
status: visitor.

LEAST SANDPIPER Calidris m inutilla
Previously known in G u a t  f rom the Pacific and Car ibbean  Lowlands  

and Volcanic H igh land  lakes (D earborn  1907; G r iscom  1932; L and  
1970). 9 Feb  78 at L P I  by F O  — N P ; 30 Oct 84 at Tikal  by S N G H  — N T ; 
addit ional  s ighting at T ikal  on 3 M ay 88. C u r re n t  status: visitor; probable  
regular transient.

STILT SANDPIPER Calidris himantopus
Previously known in G u a t  f rom the Volcanic H igh land  lakes (Salvin & 

G o d m a n  1879– 1904; L and 1970) and  Pacific coast (C. Leahy,  pers. obs.). 
20 M a r  78 at L P I  by C L  — N P . C u r ren t  status: visitor.

WILSON’S PHALAROPE Phalaropus tricolor
Previously known in G u a t  only from the Pacific Lowlands  (Salvin & 

G o d m a n  1879– 1904). 3 M ay  88 at Tikal  by R T  — N P , N T . C u r ren t  
status: visitor.

LAUGHING GULL Larus atricilla
Previously known in G u a t  only from the Pacific and  Car ibbean  coasts 

and Volcanic H igh land  lakes (Salvin & G o d m a n  1879– 1904; G r iscom  
1932; L an d  1970). 16 Jan 70 at L P I  by PA — N P ; addit ional  sightings at 
L P I  on 17– 18 Feb 75, 22– 23 Feb  77, 9 Feb  78, 13 Feb  87, 6–9 Feb  88,
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12-14 Feb  89, 10 Feb  and 22 M a r  90. C u r re n t  status: (winter)  visitor at 
L P I .

RING-BILLED GULL Larus delawarensis
Previously known in G u a t  only from Lake Ati tlán in the Volcanic 

High lands  (L an d  1970). 9 Feb  78 at L P I  by F O  — N P ; addit ional  sighting 
at L P I  on 13 M a r  88. C u r re n t  status: visitor at L P I .

ROYAL TERN S terna  m axim a
Previously known in G u a t  from the Pacific and C ar ibbean  coasts 

(Salvin & G o d m a n  1879– 1904; L an d  1970) and  Lago de Izabal (C. Leahy, 
pers. obs.).  10 Feb  88 at L P I  by D D  — N P ; addit ional  sightings at L P I  on 
14 Feb  88, 12 Feb  89 and 7 Jan  90. C u r ren t  status: (winter)  visi tor  at L P I .

ROCK DOVE Columba livia
L an d  (1970) indicates domestica t ion in ‘m o s t ’ parts  of country ,  b u t  no 

Tikal  records are known. 19– 20 Feb  77 at T ikal  by F O  — N T ; addit ional  
sightings at T ikal  on 15 N ov  77 and 14 M a r  88. C u r ren t  status: visitor at 
Tikal; local res ident  in towns and villages outside  of Tikal.

PALE-VENTED PIGEON Columba cayennensis
K n o w n  as a res ident  in the ra ther  open second-grow th  areas outside  of 

Tikal  (Van T y n e  1935; Ta ibe l  1955). 20 Feb  75 at T ika l  by T D  (P. Alden, 
pers. com m .)  — N T ; addit ional  s ight ing at T ika l  on 5 M ay  88. C u r ren t  
status: visitor at Tikal;  res ident  outside of Tikal.

RED-BILLED PIGEON Columba flavirostris
First  reported  in l iterature f rom Petén in Ju n  80 at Polol (Brodkin & 

Brodkin 1981); b u t  recorded earl ier  at Sayaxché on 3 Feb  69 by N C ,  BM. 
14 Feb 89 at T ikal  by JA, F O  — N T ; addit ional  sightings along rds 
be tween S T E  and L L ,  and S T E  and SA, on 6– 15 Feb  88 and 13– 18 Feb 
89, and along rd between E R  and Tikal  on 10– 12 Feb  90. C u r ren t  status: 
visitor at Tikal;  probable  resident locally outside of Tikal.

M OURNING DOVE Zenaida macroura
Previously known in G u a t  f rom the Arid In ter ior ,  Pacific Subtropics ,  

western H igh lands  and Pacific Lowlands  (Salvin & G o d m a n  1879– 1904; 
R idgway 1901– 1950; G r iscom  1932; L an d  1970; Vannin i  1989a). 17 Nov 
77 at L P I  by F O  — N P ; 28 Oct  84 at T ika l  by S N G H  — N T ; addit ional  
sight ings along rd be tw een  S T E  and Tikal  entrance  on 1– 14 Feb  88 and 
16 Feb  89. C u r re n t  status: visi tor  outside of Tikal;  i r regular  at Tikal;  
possible regular t rans ien t  and winter  visitor.

INCA DOVE Columbina inca
L and  (1970) suggests this species may occur as a res ident  in the 

s a v a n n a s  S and W  of L P I .  T h is  is p robably  the  locality of the specimen 
reported  in M oore  (1859). M a rch  1972 at Tikal  by T D  (C. Leahy,  pers. 
comm.)  — N T ; addit ional  s ightings near  L P I  on 18 Feb  75 and 26– 29 Nov 
76. C u r re n t  status: visitor.

GRAY-CHESTED DOVE Lepto tila  cassinii
L an d  (1970) indicates this species is a rare res ident  in the  sou the rn  half 

of Petén. 9 A pr  88 at T ika l  by E C  — N T . C u r re n t  status: uncertain;  
possible local res ident  outs ide  Tikal.
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BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO Coccyzus erythropthalm us
First  reported  in li tera ture f rom Petén on 2 Ju n  85 near L P I  by 

W ende lken  & M a r t in  (1986); bu t  recorded earlier at T ikal  on 19 Aug 76 
by C L  — N T . C u r ren t  status: visitor.

YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO Coccyzus americanus
First  reported  in li tera ture f rom Petén  on 13 Ju n  80 at Polol by Brodkin  

& Brodkin  (1981); however,  an earlier record was noted at Tikal  on 14 
Aug 78 by C L  — N T ; addit ional  sighting at Tikal  on 15 A pr  89. C u r ren t  
status: visitor; possible regular transient.

SPECTACLED OWL P ulsa trix  perspicillata
Previously known in Petén from S and E regions, including one record 

at Yaloch near Belize, b u t  no Tikal  records have been reported  (Van T y n e  
1935; L an d  1970). 17 Jan 77 at T ikal  by L K  — N T ; addit ional  s ighting at 
T ikal  on 27 Jan 77 and one heard  calling and tape recorded on 1 M a r  90. 
C u r ren t  status: visitor at Tikal;  probable  resident locally outside of Tikal.

LEAST PYGMY-OWL G laucidium  minutissimum
L an d  (1970) indicates this species should  occur in Petén,  b u t  no records 

are known. 10– 13 Nov  78 at Tikal  by R A R  — N P , N T ; addit ional  record 
12 M a r  86 at T ikal  (2 heard  calling only, tape recorded). C u r re n t  status: 
uncertain;  possible visitor at Tikal;  possible resident locally outside of 
Tikal.

COMMON POTOO N yctib ius griseus
Regarded by L an d  (1970) as an u n c o m m o n  resident  th ro u g h o u t  most  

of Petén.  Despite  a specimen collected at nearby  U axac tún  by Van T y n e  
(1935), no Tikal  records are known. 17 Feb  89 along Tika l  en trance  rd by 
JA , F O  — N T . C u r ren t  status: visitor at Tikal;  resident  locally outside of 
Tikal.

WHITE-COLLARED SWIFT Streptoprocne zonaris
K n o w n  to occur in S Petén  in winter  (L and  1970). 15 Jan 70 at Tikal  by 

C L  — N T ; addi t ional  sightings at Tikal  on 2-3 Feb  and 4– 5 Dec 75, 15– 16 
Nov 77, 14 Feb  81, 4 M ar  86, 16 Feb  89 and 28 M a r  90. C u r re n t  status: 
(winter)  visitor.

BLACK-CRESTED COQUETTE Lophornis helenae
Firs t  reported  in li tera ture f rom Petén on 26 Feb  84 and 27 Feb  85 at 

T ikal  by W ende lken  & M ar t in  (1986); however , there is an earlier record 
from Tikal  on 18 Jan 77 by C L  — N P , N T ; addit ional  sightings were also 
reported  at T ikal  in Feb  78 and M a r  81. C u r ren t  status: (winter)  visitor.

AZURE-CROWNED HUMMINGBIRD A m a zilia  cyanocephala
Previously known in Petén  only from one record in SE region (Salvin 

& G o d m a n  1879– 1904). 15 April  89 at T ikal  by M B r,  RBr,  E F  — N T . 
C u r re n t  status: visitor.

BERYLLINE HUMMINGBIRD A m a zilia  beryllina
Previously known in G u a t  f rom the Pacific Lowlands ,  Arid In ter ior  

and  in the  Car ibbean Lowlands  N  to the  Petén  bo rder  (Salvin & G o d m a n  
1879– 1904; D earb o rn  1907; G r iscom  1932; L an d  1970). 28 Aug 77 at 
T ikal  by JS  — N P , N T ; addit ional  sighting at Tikal  on 18 Jan  89 and in S
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Petén on 24 Aug 77. T h e  January  89 bird  was well do cu m en ted  by BM , 
JP , no t ing  characteris tics  to d is t inguish  from similar A . tzaca tl and A . 
yucatanensis . K n o w n  to w ander  to lower, m ore  h u m id  forests in n o n ­
breeding  season (M onroe  1968; A .O .U .  1983). C u r re n t  status: uncertain;  
possible visitor.

RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD Archilochus colubris
Previously known in Petén f rom one record near SA (Salvin & G o d m a n  

1879– 1904). 17 Jan  77 (and several t imes th ro u g h  28 Jan) at T ika l  by 
C L  — N T ; addi t ional  sightings at T ika l  on 11 Feb  87, 19 Jan  and 24 Sep 
89, 18– 19 M ar  90 and 11 Oct  90. C u r ren t  status: t ransient  and  winter  
resident.

RUFOUS-BREASTED SPINETAIL Syna llax is  erythrothorax
L an d  (1970) indicates this species is ‘p ro b a b ly ’ fairly co m m o n  in S 

Petén, b u t  gives no records. 16 M a r  67 at Sayaxché by P A  — N P ; 2 Feb  75 
at T ikal  by C L  — N T ; addit ional  s ightings f rom various areas S of L P I  
1970–1990. C u r ren t  status: visi tor  at Tikal;  res ident  locally S of L P I .

STREAK-HEADED WOODCREEPER Lepidocolaptes souleyetii
K n o w n  th ro u g h o u t  m ost  of Petén, including nearby  U axac tún  (Salvin 

& G o d m a n  1879– 1904; Van T y n e  1935; L an d  1970), b u t  n o  T ika l  records 
have been reported.  3 Feb  75 at T ika l  by C L  — N T ; n u m ero u s  addit ional  
reports  f rom Tika l  in 1975, 1977–1978 and 1986–1990. C u r ren t  status: 
resident , bo th  inside and outside  of Tikal.

SLATY ANTSHRIKE Tham nophilus punctatus
Previously known from the h u m id  forests of the  C ar ibbean  Lowlands  

of G u a t  and from S Belize (L an d  1970). 27 Aug 77 at T ika l  by J S  — N P , 
N T ; addit ional  s ight ing at T ika l  on 6 Jan 89. C u r re n t  status: uncertain;  
possible visitor (resident?).

YELLOW-BELLIED ELAENIA Elaenia flavogaster
L an d  (1970) indicates this species is an u n c o m m o n  resident in Petén, 

bu t  no Tikal  records are known. 7 Ju n  57 at T ika l  by E E  (K. Ladwig ,  pers. 
com m .)  — N T ; addit ional  s ight ing at T ika l  16 N ov  77. C u r re n t  status: 
visitor at Tikal;  resident locally outside  of Tikal.

SLATE-HEADED TODY-FLYCATCHER Todirostrum sy lv ia
Firs t  repor ted  in C Petén on 21 A pr  23 at San Miguel  (Van T y n e  1935). 

4 Jan  75 at T ikal  by C L  — N T ; n u m ero u s  addit ional  sightings in d is tu rbed  
areas f rom bo th  inside and outside  of Park  in 1976 and 1986–1990. C u r re n t  
status: resident .

WILLOW FLYCATCHER Em pidonax traillii
Sm ithe  (1966) describes the Alder  Flycatcher  (E. alnorum  by cu rren t  

taxonomy) as the  co m m o n  fall m igran t  E m pidonax . S u b seq u en t  ex am in ­
ation by A. R. Phil lips of 15 specimens collected by F. B. Sm ithe  d e te r ­
m ined  6 to be E. alnorum  and  9 to be E. traillii (R. A. Paynter ,  Jr. ,  pers. 
comm.) . E. traillii had no t  been reported  from Pe tén  — N P , N T . C u r ren t  
status: transient;  no confirmed spr ing  records.
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LOVELY COTINGA Cotinga amabilis
Previously known in G u a t  from the Car ibbean  Low lands  and S u b ­

tropics (Salvin & G o d m a n  1879– 1904; D earb o rn  1907; L an d  1970). 15 
Jan 70 at T ikal  by P A  — N P , N T ; addit ional  sightings at T ikal  18 M a r  and 
23 J u n  88 and Jul  90 (photographed) ,  along rd between L L  and Sayaxché 
6 Dec 75, near  L P I  20 M a r  87, and along rd between S T E  and SA 17 Feb  
89. C u r ren t  status: visitor (seasonal?); possible local resident.

TREE SWALLOW Tachycineta bicolor
Previously known in G u a t  f rom the western  and central H ighlands  

(Salvin & G o d m a n  1879– 1904; D earb o rn  1907; L an d  1970). L an d  (1970) 
fur ther  indicates this species is found over ‘m u c h ’ of the  country ,  b u t  
gives no records for Petén.  5 Feb  69 at Tikal  by N C ,  BM , F O  — N P , N T ; 
addi t ional  sightings at T ikal  on 26 Aug 77 and 25– 28 Feb  90, and along 
rd near  S T E  on 18 M a r  90. C u r ren t  status: visitor; probable  regular 
transient.

BANK SWALLOW R iparia  riparia
Previously known in G u a t  from the Volcanic H ighlands  and Car ibbean  

Lowlands  (Salvin & G o d m a n  1879– 1904; L an d  1970) and Pacific L o w ­
lands (C. Leahy, pers. obs.). 26 Aug 76 at Tikal  by J S  — N P , N T ; 
addi t ional  sighting at T ikal  on 5 M ay 88. C u r re n t  status: visitor; p robable  
regular t ransient.

CLIFF SWALLOW H irundo pyrrhonota
Likely to be seen anywhere  in Guat ,  b u t  no records are known from 

Petén (L and  1970). 17– 19 April 72 at Tikal  by T D  (C. Leahy,  pers. 
com m .)  — N P , N T ; addit ional  s ighting at Tikal  on 21 M a r  90. C u r re n t  
status: visitor; possible regular transient; no fall records.

BAND-BACKED WREN C am pylorhynchus zonatus
Previously known in Petén from east-central  region and at Polol (Van 

T y n e  1935; L a n d  1970; Brodkin & Brodkin  1981) b u t  no T ika l  records 
known. 24 M a r  90 at Tikal  by CB, JM ,  B N  — N T . C u r re n t  status: visitor 
at Tikal;  resident locally outside  of Tikal.

HOUSE WREN (southern form) Troglodytes aedon musculus
Previously known th ro u g h o u t  Petén (Van T y n e  1935; Ta ibe l  1955; 

L and  1970), bu t  no Tikal  records have been reported.  8 M a r  87 at Tikal  
by CA, RB — N T ; n um erous  addit ional  sightings at Tikal  1988–1990. 
C u r ren t  status: resident .

BLACK CATBIRD M elanoptila  glabrirostris
Previously known in G u a t  f rom two Petén records on 27 Ju n  23 at 

Ix t in ta  and 19 Ju n  32 near L P I  (Van T y n e  1935, Taibel  1955). 26 Aug 86 
at T ikal  by C A  — N T ; addit ional  s ighting on 18 M ar  90 along rd near 
S T E .  C u r ren t  status: local resident.

WARBLING VIREO Vireo gilvus
Previously known in G u a t  f rom the Arid  Interior ,  Pacific Subtropics  

and from m odera te  elevations in western  High lands  as t ransient  f rom  28 
Sep to 2 A pr  (D earb o rn  1907; G r iscom  1932; L an d  1970). 17 Feb  75 at 
T ika l  by F O  — N P , N T ; addit ional  sightings at T ikal  20 M a r –4  A pr  and



26– 29 N ov  76, 19– 22 Feb  and 15– 16 N ov  77, 7– 8 Feb  78 and 17 A pr  89. 
C u r ren t  status: visitor; p robable  regular t ransient .

RUFOUS-BROWED PEPPERSHRIKE Cyclarhis gujanensis
Previously known in G u a t  from the Pacific and  Car ibbean  Subtrop ics  

and  Foothil ls,  and from m odera te  elevations in western  and central  H ig h ­
lands (Salvin & G o d m a n  1879– 1904; G r iscom  1932; L an d  1970). 14 Aug 
76 S of L P I  by C L  — N P ; addit ional  sightings f rom various areas S of L P I  
1– 20 Feb  88, 13– 18 Feb  89 and 22 M a r  90. C u r re n t  status: resident  locally 
S of  L P I .

ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER Verm ivora celata
Previously known in G u a t  as a winter  visitor in the  Highlands ,  

Car ibbean  Low lands  and S Pe tén  (L an d  1970). 9 Oct  90 at Tikal  by RB, 
CB, C S  — N T . C u r ren t  status: visitor; possible regular transient.

NASHVILLE WARBLER Verm ivora ruficapilla
Previously know n in G u a t  f rom the western  and central  H ighlands ,  

Subtrop ics  and Pacific Lowlands  (Griscom  1832; L an d  1970). 21 Feb  75 
at T ika l  by C L  — N P , N T ; addit ional  sightings at T ikal  on 2 Jan  76, 14 
Feb  81 and 19 Jan  89. C u r re n t  status: (winter)  visitor.

VIRGINIA’S WARBLER Verm ivora virginiae
N o t  confirmed as occurr ing  S or E of I s th m u s  of T eh u a n te p ec ,  Mexico; 

however, there was a repor t  of this species in Belize on the 89th Chris tm as  
Bird C o u n t  (Howell  1989). 23 Feb  77 near  L P I  by F O  — N G , N P . T h is  
very unusua l  record was well docum ented ,  not ing  all character ist ics  to 
d ist inguish from similar  species, except perhaps  pale individuals  of V. 
ruficapilla. C u r re n t  status: uncertain;  possible visitor.

NORTHERN PARULA P arula americana
Previously known in G u a t  from the Pacific and C ar ibbean  Lowlands 

(Salvin & G o d m a n  1879– 1904; D earb o rn  1907; L an d  1970). 15 Jan 70 at 
T ikal  by PA  — N P , N T ; addit ional  sightings at T ikal  in Jan  and Feb  71. 
C u r re n t  status: visitor.

CAPE MAY WARBLER Dendroica tigrina
Previously known in G u a t  f rom the western  H igh lands  (M ason  1976; 

P. Alden, pers. comm .)  and  Car ibbean  Lowlands  (C. Leahy,  pers. obs.).  2 
Feb  75 at T ikal  by C L  — N P , N T ; addit ional  sightings at Tikal  (probably  
of same bird) on 4, 20 Feb  75. C u r ren t  status: visitor.

YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER Dendroica dominica
Previous occurrence of this species in Pe tén  is unclear  (see L an d  1970). 

R epor ted  in T ikal  in M a r  72 by C L  — N T  (possible N P ); addit ional  s igh t­
ings at T ikal  on 20– 22 Feb  73, 18 Feb  75, 15 Nov  77, 18 M a r  88, 4 Jan 89 
and 18– 19 M a r  90, and near  L P I  on 22 Feb  75. C u r ren t  status: probable  
regular t rans ient  and  w in ter  resident .

GRACE’S WARBLER Dendroica graciae
Previously known in G u a t  only from the pine and p ine-oak woodlands 

of the  Car ibbean  Subtrop ics  (L an d  1970). 5 Sep 77 in a grove of pines 
approximate ly  40 km  S of F l by J S  — N P . C u r re n t  status: uncertain;  
possible visitor to the pine ridges of SE  Petén.
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BAY-BREASTED WARBLER Dendroica castanea
Firs t  repor ted  in l iterature from Petén at Tikal  on 7 M ay  82 by 

W ende lken  & M a r t in  (1986); b u t  recorded earlier at T ikal  on 18 A p r  72 by 
T D ;  addit ional  sightings on 22– 29 M a r  81, 27 Oct 84, 26 Feb  and 2 M a r  
90. C u r re n t  status: visitor; p robable  regular transient.

SW AINSON’S WARBLER Lim nothlypis swainsonii
N o t  previously recorded from G uat ,  bu t  known from the Yucatán  

Peninsula  and S Chiapas in Mexico, and Belize (Paynter  1955; Russell 
1964; L ynch  1989; O rn a t  et al. 1989; Rangel-Salazar  & Vega-Rivera  
1989). 8 Feb  78 at Tikal  by F O  — N G , N P , N T ; addit ional  sightings at 
T ikal  16– 18 Feb  89 (at least 2 separate birds). C u r re n t  status: visitor.

GRAY-CROWNED YELLOWTHROAT Geothlypis poliocephala
Previously known in Petén from 2 records outside  Tikal  on 8– 11 M ay 

23 at C h u n tu q u i  and 1 Jul 23 at Gavilán (Van T y n e  1935). 5 Feb  69 at 
T ikal  by N C ,  F O  — N T ; addit ional  s ighting at Tikal  10– 11 Feb  87, and 
near  L P I  on 17 Jan 77 and annually  thereafter  th rough  1984, and 13 Feb 
87. C u r ren t  status: resident outs ide  of Tikal;  possible resident locally in 
Tikal.

CANADA WARBLER W ilsonia canadensis
Previously reported  th ro u g h o u t  G ua t ,  except  from Petén  (Salvin & 

G o d m a n  1879– 1904; G r iscom  1932; L and  1970). Repor ted  at Tikal  on 7 
M a r  72 by N P  — N P , N T ; addit ional  sightings at T ikal  on 26– 29 N ov  76, 
20, 23 Sep 89 and 11 Oct  90. C u r re n t  status: visitor; probable  regular 
transient.

RUFOUS-CAPPED WARBLER Basileuterus rufifrons
K n o w n  in G u a t  from the Highlands ,  ranging dow n into the Car ibbean  

Lowlands  near the  S Petén  bo rd e r  (L and  1970). 16 Jan  89 along rd 
between S T E  and Tikal  by J S p  — N P ; 18 Jan 89 at Tikal  by C A  — N T . 
C u r re n t  status: uncertain;  possible visitor.

BLUE-GRAY TANAGER Thraupis episcopus
L an d  (1970) reports  this species as an u n c o m m o n  resident th roughou t  

Petén,  b u t  no Tikal  records are known. 30 Dec 70 – 2 Jan 71 at Tikal  by 
RA  — N T ; n u m ero u s  addit ional  sightings nearly every year since first 
record. C u r ren t  status: resident.

SCARLET TANAGER Piranga olivacea
Previously known in Pe tén  from a few spring and fall reports,  b u t  no 

Tikal  records have been reported  (L and  1970). 4 Dec 75 at Tikal  by R R  —  
N T ; addi t ional  sighting at Tikal  on 11 Oct  90. C u r ren t  status: visitor; 
possible regular transient;  Dec record part icularly  unusual .

BUFF-THROATED SALTATOR Sa lta to r  maximus
Previously known in G u a t  from the Car ibbean  Lowlands  and S u b ­

tropics (Salvin & G o d m a n  1879– 1904; D earb o rn  1907; G r iscom  1932; 
L an d  1970). 20 M a r –4 A pr  76 S of L P I  by R A R  — N P ; addit ional  s igh t­
ings from various areas S of L P I  on 11 Feb  and 10– 13 Nov  78, 1– 19 Feb



88, 14, 18 Feb  89, 22 M a r  and 7 Oct  90. C u r re n t  status: resident  locally S 
of L P I .

YELLOW-BILLED CACIQUE Am blycercus holosericeus
L an d  (1970) reports  this species as an u n c o m m o n  resident  in Petén,  but  

no T ikal  records are known. 15 A p r  89 at T ika l  by M B r,  RBr,  E F  — N T . 
C u r ren t  status: visitor at Tikal;  resident  outside  of Tikal.
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